HOT! 
  IRIS was one of the nonprofits chosen to participate in the Des Moines Arts Festival in late June. We helped kids use puffy paint create their names in Braille. 
The Impact on a Boy
  This photo shows Jude wearing an IRIS Audio Description headset during an OkGO concert at the Gallagher Bluedorn Theater in Cedar Falls. The lead singer is performing while  standing on the armrests of a seat about 10 rows into the audience. Jude can’t see the singer, but he knows exactly what is happening because we are telling him about it in that headset. 
  Our journey to Jude started in January. Gallagher Bluedorn reached out to IRIS about providing AD services for a group of kids attending a performance of Charlotte’s Web in February. We jumped at the chance. 
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  This 3-day festival of arts and culture attracts more than 200,000 people each year. This year, it was hot. So hot. But that didn’t slow down the number of visitors to our tent! We engaged with hundreds of kids and their families who had never heard of IRIS and signed up new volunteers and listeners from across the state.  
 A MASSIVE thanks to all the IRIS volunteers who staffed our tent throughout. It was so fun to watch you brag on the work you do for IRIS!
 


    Susan Rolinger, Dir. of Extended Learning at Iowa Educational Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired, got this all started.
She requested AD at the Gallagher Bluedorn, which connected  them to IRIS, which allowed us to serve Jude and his classmates in a wonderful way. We’re ready to provide equal access to the arts for even more children in the new school year. 
  Thank you Susan and Happy Birthday Mr. Jude - now let’s go get some funding and keep this thing cooking!    
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Balls started rolling and soon the Iowa State Center in Ames called to request AD services for a performance of Pete the Cat. Another day of magic. This time, we were able to arrange a touch tour of some of the props from the play. We went back to the Gallagher to provide AD for the play My Heart in a Suitcase.
  Which brings us back to Jude. For his birthday, he wanted to attend the OkGO concert at the Gallagher Bluedorn. His mom 

The beautiful kids who attended that described performance are shown in this photo. It was a magical day. AD let them fully participate in a field trip to a theater show just like all the other kids there who just happen to be sighted.  
  A few days later, IRIS got a message from a mother of one of those kids. She said the 
contacted IRIS again. We worked directly with the band to create a birthday surprise for this young man. Before the concert, Jude and his family were welcomed backstage to meet the band. He got autographs and a touch tour of the stage & instruments and we finally got to meet the boy on the other end of the headset.   


experience was “life-changing” for her son. She wanted to know Who we are, How we are funded and How we might grow this program. (Answers: IRIS, Contributions and Find more $$ to buy more equipment and train more describers.) 
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Polk County Senior Fair and Health Fest
  The Senior Fair is another great opportunity for IRIS to get in front of new listeners and volunteers. It is always wonderful to tell the IRIS story to potential new listeners and volunteers from Polk County. 
A big Thank You to volunteers Shawn Reynolds and Dale Finnegan for staffing our display.
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Thank You Dallas County! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]   We are so grateful to receive a grant from the Dallas County Foundation. This funding will support the purchase and installation of equipment required to provide the IRIS signal to all patient rooms at the Dallas County Hospital. 
  We can’t wait to get them hooked up to hear our 24/7 signal of The Des Moines Register and other publications! 
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